
Enlarged Air India Group Continues Progressive Network 
Optimisation 

Strengthens network with convenient flight options 

New Delhi, 7 February 2023: Air India, India's leading airline and a Star Alliance 
member, has announced the latest step in its progress optimisation of network following the 
full subsidiarization of Air Asia India in November 2022. 

In this current phase, three stations - Bhubaneswar (BBI), Bagdogra (IXB) and Surat (STV) - 
will now be served by Air Asia India, rather than Air India. Delhi- Visakhapatnam and 
Mumbai-Lucknow will be operated exclusively by Air India. In all cases, the flight frequency 
remains the same.  

Additionally, Air India will enhance connections from Delhi and/or Mumbai to Cochin 
(COK), Trivandrum (TRV), Visakhapatnam (VTZ) and Nagpur (NAG) to enable seamless, 
two-way domestic-international-connectivity with long-haul international flights operating 
from the two metros. Air India will also be increasing frequencies between Delhi and 
Chennai, Hyderabad and Bengaluru, and between Mumbai to Chennai, Kolkata and 
Bengaluru. These changes in schedule are set to commence from 13th February, 2023. 

Commenting on this expansion, Mr. Campbell Wilson, CEO and MD, Air India, said, "The 
acquisition of Air Asia India, together with the ongoing restructuring and expansion of Air 
India, accords an unprecedented opportunity to optimise the Group's flight network. 
Specifically, it allows us to better match routes with the most appropriate airline business 
model, focusing the full-service airline on metro-metro markets and high connectivity routes, 
and the low-cost airline on more leisure oriented or price sensitive markets. This will 
improve our attractiveness to corporate travellers and leisure travellers alike, as well as 
improve connectivity between key domestic cities and Air India's fast-expanding 
international network.” 

About Air India: 

Founded by the legendary JRD Tata, Air India pioneered India’s aviation sector. Since its first 
flight on October 15, 1932, Air India has an extensive domestic network and has spread its 
wings beyond to become a major international airline with a network across USA, Canada, 
UK, Europe, Far-East, South-East Asia, Australia and the Gulf. Air India is a member of Star 
Alliance, the largest global airline consortium. After 69 years as a Government-owned 
enterprise, Air India and Air India Express were welcomed back into the Tata group in 
January 2022. The present management at Air India is driving the five year transformation 
roadmap under the aegis of Vihaan.AI to establish itself as a world-class global airline with an 
Indian heart.  

Vihaan.AI is Air India’s transformational roadmap over five years with clear milestones.  It will 
be focussing on dramatically growing both its network and fleet, developing a completely 
revamped customer proposition, improving reliability and on-time performance. The airline 
will also be taking a leadership position in technology, sustainability, and innovation, 
while aggressively investing in the best industry talent. Vihaan.AI is aimed at putting Air India 
on a path to sustained growth, profitability and market leadership. 



About the Tata Group: 

Founded by Jamsetji Tata in 1868, the Tata group is a global enterprise, headquartered in 
India, comprising 30 companies across ten verticals. The group operates in more than 100 
countries across six continents, with a mission 'To improve the quality of life of the 
communities we serve globally, through long-term stakeholder value creation based on 
Leadership with Trust’. 

Tata Sons is the principal investment holding company and promoter of Tata companies. 
Sixty-six percent of the equity share capital of Tata Sons is held by philanthropic trusts, 
which support education, health, livelihood generation, and art and culture. In 2020-21, 
the revenue of Tata companies, taken together, was $103 billion (INR 7.7 trillion). These 
companies collectively employ over 800,000 people. Each Tata company or enterprise 
operates independently under the guidance and supervision of its own board of 
directors. There are 29 publicly-listed Tata enterprises with a combined market 
capitalisation of $314 billion (INR 23.4 trillion) as on December 31, 2021. Companies 
include Tata Consultancy Services, Tata Motors, Tata Steel, Tata Chemicals, Tata Consumer 
Products, Titan, Tata Capital, Tata Power, Tata Communications, Indian Hotels, Tata Digital 
and Tata Electronics. 

Media Contact: 

Air India Adfactors PR 

Aruna Gopalakrishnan / Sameek Bhatacharya 

aruna.gopalakrishnan@airindia.com/sam

eek.bhatacharya@airindia.com 

Jatin Khattar / Supreet Ahuja 

+91-9810751243 / +91-9999202252 

airindia@adfactorspr.com 




