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Air India launches non-stop flight from Amritsar to London Gatwick

India-UK frequency to be bolstered to 49 non-stop flights per week

New Delhi, 27th March 2023: Air India, India’s leading airline and a Star Alliance member, launched its
first-ever non-stop flight to London Gatwick, from Amritsar today. It has now become the first and only
Indian airline to operate at Gatwick Airport— the second-largest airport in the UK. The services to
Gatwick are in line with Air India’s ongoing endeavour of enhancing connectivity between India’s major
cities and leading global destinations to provide more choices to its passengers.

Equipped with 18 Business class seats featuring fully-flat beds and 238 Economy class seats, the
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner will be operating three flights a week on Monday, Thursday, and Saturday
from Amritsar. In addition to the flights from Amritsar, Air India will operate 9 other weekly
flights scheduled from Ahmedabad, Goa, and Kochi—making it a total of 12 weekly flights to Gatwick.
These operations will reaffirm Air India's operations, presence, and network in the UK. In total, the
airline now operates 49 flights in the UK per week— 43 flights to London (Heathrow and Gatwick)
and six flights to Birmingham. Air India also operates 31 weekly flights to Heathrow, London from Delhi
and Mumbai.

The Hon’ble Minister of Civil Aviation, Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, Hon'ble Union Minister of State for
Civil Aviation, General (Retd) V.K. Singh, and BJP National Secretary, Punjab, Mr. Tarun Chugh graced
the virtual inauguration ceremony of the flight. They flagged it off along with Mr. Rajiv Bansal,
Secretary, Civil Aviation, and Air India CEO & MD Campbell Wilson.

On the occasion, Hon’ble Minister of Civil Aviation, Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, said, “It is a historic
day for Amritsar and Punjab. This new connection will bring a new impetus to the state and provide
key connectivity with the UK, bringing people closer. This will also boost trade and tourism and open
up new employment opportunities.”

Mr. JyotiradityaM. Scindia also commended Air India for the fleet acquisition plan and expressed hope
that Air India will soon connect all the continents and make India the global hub of aviation.

Addressing the gathering, Mr. Campbell Wilson, CEO & MD, said, “As part of our five-year
transformation plan, Vihaan.Al, we plan to significantly enhance connectivity between India’s major
cities and prime global destinations and be acknowledged as India’s Flying Ambassador to the world.
These flights will also fulfil the growing demand for direct air connectivity from various important
destinations in India to the UK and from the UK to these popular cities in India.”

In the events held to mark the launch at Amritsar’s SriGuru Ram Das Jee International Airport, Minister
of State for Commerce & Industry Shri Som Prakash, MLA Shri Sardar SukhwinderSingh, and
Secretary - Civil Aviation Department (Punjab) Shri Malwinder Singh Jaggi lit the ceremonial lamp
followed by a ribbon-cutting. Theboarding pass was presented to the first passenger reporting for the
flight from Amritsar. The ceremony was attended by dignitaries and senior officialsfrom Air India,
Airports Authority of India, and other organizations, as well as passengers.

The first flight Al 169 from Amritsar to Gatwick departed on time at 1320 hrs and will arrive in Gatwick
at a convenient 1755 hrs on the same day. Earlier, Al 170 had taken off from Gatwick at 2140 hrs to
arrive in Amritsar at 1015 hrs (All Local Time).
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Overall, Air India operates 80 flights per week to seven major cities in the UK and Europe and has
relaunched flights to some of the prime European destinations such as Milan, Vienna, and
Copenhagen.

The flights are now available for booking on the Air India website and mobile apps, as well as through
authorised travel agents and other booking channels.

About Air India:

Founded by the legendary JRD Tata, Air India pioneered India’s aviationsector. Since its first flight on
October 15, 1932, Air India has an extensive domestic network and has spread its wings beyond to
become a major international airline with a network across USA, Canada, UK, Europe, Far-East, South-
East Asia, Australia and the Gulf. Air India is a member of Star Alliance, the largest global airline
consortium. After 69 years as a Government-owned enterprise, Air India and Air India Express were
welcomed back into the Tata group in January 2022. The present management at Air India is driving

the five year transformationroadmap under the aegis of Vihaan.Al to establish itself as a world-class
global airline with an Indian heart.

Vihaan.Al is Air India’s transformational roadmap over five years with clear milestones. It will be
focussing on dramatically growing both its network and fleet, developing a completely revamped
customer proposition, improving reliability and on-time performance. The airline will also be taking a
leadership position in technology, sustainability, and innovation, while aggressively investing in the
best industry talent. Vihaan.Al is aimed at putting Air India on a path to sustained growth, profitability
and market leadership.

About the Tata Group:

Founded by Jamsetji Tata in 1868, the Tata group is a global enterprise, headquartered in India,
comprising 30 companies across ten verticals. The group operates in more than 100 countries across
six continents, with a mission "To improve the quality of life of the communities we serve globally,
through long-term stakeholder value creation based on Leadership with Trust'.

Tata Sons is the principal investment holding company and promoter of Tata companies. Sixty-six
percent of the equity share capital of Tata Sons is held by philanthropic trusts, which support
education, health, livelihood generation, and art and culture. In 2020-21, the revenue of Tata
companies, taken together, was $103 billion (INR 7.7 trillion). These companies collectively employ

over 800,000 people. Each Tata company or enterprise operates independently under the guidance

and supervision of its own board of directors. There are 29 publicly-listed Tata enterprises with a
combined market capitalisation of $314 billion (INR 23.4 trillion) as on December 31, 2021. Companies
include Tata Consultancy Services, Tata Motors, Tata Steel, Tata Chemicals, Tata Consumer Products,
Titan, Tata Capital, Tata Power, Tata Communications, Indian Hotels, Tata Digital and Tata Electronics.
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